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settle disputes that may arise. I pre-
fer to see this legislation referred to
a seleet ecommittee. I am not op-
posed to the farmer or to any other man
getting all that he can get legitimately, I
am not opposed to giving all possible con-
sideration to the people of this country,
whether they be farmers, praziers or squat-
ters, by means of legislation of this kind,
but if the legislation is going to embarrass
the farmers, it will be of no use coming
to the Government, becanse we ecannot
finance them. It will not be possible
for any farmer to contract himself out
of this measure. I suppose the hon, mem-
ber had a purpose in including that provi-
gsion. In Vieforia, however, thousands of
farmers have contracted themselves out of
the Act mercly because they found them-
selves embarrassed with respeet to finance.
That is what I fear would happen here. As
I said before, the measure would not affect
any Government institution at all, bat it
would affect other interests and the Hounse
must share the responsibility. I am pre-
pared to give every farmer all possible en-
comrvagement. If it can be done by means
of this legislation, I have no opposition to
offer to it, but I warn the House that I fear
it may have the effect of embarrassing the
farmer, and it is only right that the position
should he made clear.

On motion by Mr.
adjonrned.

Wilson, debate

House adjourned at 11.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—YOUTH EMPLOYMENT,
Vocational Training,

Hon. H. V. PTESSE (for Hon. A. Thom-
son) asked the Chief Secretary: In view of
the fact that the Governments of New South
Wales and Victoria have decided to contri-
bute a similar amount to that provided by
the Federal Government fto assist unem-
ployed youths to become efficient by way of
vocational training so that they may be
absorbed in profitable employment—1, What
steps has the State Government taken to
provide vocational training in this State for
those youths who, owing to the depression,
lost their opportunity of learning a trade
or profession? 2, How does the Govern-
ment propose to utilise the £16,000 allocated
to it by the Federal Government for the
purpose of providing opportunities for the
lost legion in Western Australia to hecome
useful eitizens? 3, Is it the intention of the
Government to supplement a minimum pound
for pound from State funds so thai the youth
of Western Australia may be afforded a
like opportunmty to those of the Eastern
States to learn a trade?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
By the extensions of the operations of the
School of Mines and Technical School train-
ing for employment. In the year 1930,
stndents enrolled totalled 4,159. This year
the students numbered 6,040. Apprentices
registered in 1930 numbered 356. TUp fo
the present time this year the nomber was
430. 2, The conditions attached to the Com-
monwealth Grant of £14,000 for the train-
ing of vouth for employment were that as
far as possible the grant was to be used for
eapital expenditure associated with the pur-
chase of land, the erection of buildings, the
installation of machinery and equipment,



2054

Ceriain proposals are now receiving the
active consideration of the Government. 3,
No decision has yet been made.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and
Assemnbly with amendments.

returned to the

BILL—BUSH TIRES.
Neeond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [4.36]:
This Bill is mainly the result of representa-
tions made by the Road Boards Association
of Western Aunstralia. Of the 126 boards in
this State 117 are members of that organi-
sation, Your deputations from the executive
of the assoeiation requested the Government
to amend the parent Act. The first one
waited on the Chief Secretary with a view
to getting the assistanee and support of the
Central Fire Brigades Board. The other
threc waited on the Minister for Lands. At
first the Minister for Lands was very much
opposed to granting the powers that were
sought. As I was a member of most of the
deputations T ean understand the attitude of
the Minister. At that time we felt we would
never get the powers that are now embodied
in the Bill. We have, however, had so many
disastrons fires that the Minister saw the
necessity for these powers, and the Govern-
ment is to be commended for bringing down
the Bill. Some members have said that this
measure will assist the Forests Department,
but it will be n far greater assistance to the
farming and pastoral eommunity. Objec-
tion has been taken to Clause 17. No local
auwthority wounld demand unnecessary fire
breaks to be plonghed or burned. It has
been =ngeested that under this clause farm-
ers would have to plough hreaks throughout
the vear whether these were required or not.
That is not so. No loeal anthority would ask
a farmer to plough n break unless there was
sonte definite need for it. (bjection has been
raised to giving a local authority power to
appoint bush fire contro] officers. I think we
ean trust the local authorities to do the right
thing in this regard. Tt has been said that
these officers might o mad when they saw a
fire, That is a stretch of the imagina-
tion. Loeal =overnment has proved a

[COUNCIL.]

great success, and may well be trusted
to do the right thing in handling a
matter of this kind. One thing is

certain, that if something definite is not
done along the lines suggested far greater
losses will be sustained in the future ‘than
have been sustained in the past. The Bill
may be slightly amended in Committee, but
I wounld prefer to see its provisions given 2
trial, after which any weaknesses that may
be diseovered ean be adjusted. I was pleased
to see a clanse dealing with smoking in pro-
hibited areas. Quite recently in my district
the premises of a farmer, including plamt
and livestock, were reduced to ashes, through
the men, on going away for the day, evi-
dently throwing down a lighted match or
leaving a cigarctte butt behind. The fire cost
the farmer £400 to £500. He is sure that the
fire was caused by cne of the smokers on
the farm. There are two classes of fire, one
the ordinary bush or scrub fire, and the
other a grass fire. A bush fire is not nearly
so dangerous as a grass fire, becouse ordin-
arily bush will burn only every other year,
or sometimes every third year, and in eon-
sequence it burns in patches. Such a fire is
easily controlled by the exercise of a little
care. With the extensive top dressing under
which we get miles of grass eountry, it is a
different matter. It is in those distriets that
we have to be so careful and where it is
necessary to have some legislation {o guard
against such disastrous fires as we have had
in the past. Tt is not worth while talking
about the so-called arbitrary powers that
are to be given under the Bill, and of what
would happen if those powers were confer-
red upon loeal authorities, No one would go
upon a man's property and canse some vreat
less if it was not definitely necessary. Some
farmers will not light a fire to meet an on-
coming fire until it is too late. When a fire
is eoming along with the wind behind it, it
15 necessary to burn a break so that when
the fire reaches that spot a sufficient break
exists to stop it. If the break is left too late,
that is where the danger comes in. A lot of
men may be working on a five, and it is ad-
visable that one authority should be in con-
tro] to see that all work to the one end. 1
have seen occasions when many settlers have
come to help in putting out a fire. Very
often one man is working against another,
because they are not working with the same
object in view. I do not agree with pre-
vious speakers who have opposed the Bill
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on the ground that it confers arbitrary
powers upon local authorities. I eontend
that as those bodies have becn carrying out
responsible duties sinee they were formed,
we can very well trust them to administer
legislation of this kind. No doubt in Com-
mittee sone of the clanses will he amended.
If there is any clause to which members ob-
jeet, it can be dealt with on its merits. The
request for the Bill comes from a large body
of responsible people. Only after very ma-
ture consideration bas the Government de-
cided to bring it down. Mombers can,
therefore, rest assured that the Government
appreciates the situation. The Minister for
Lands would never have granted the powers
contained in this Bill if he had not taken a
serious view of the position. I support the
second reading.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [4.45]: The
Bill certainly provides very dangerous
powers for cerfain people, and on that ae-
count we should carefully consider its pro-
visions before passing the measure. Refer-
ence has been made to the fire control officers
in the various districts getting into motor
cars or other vehicles and rushing about to
take control. It will be realised, however,
that almost certainly, when going to places
where fires have broken ont, they will not
know exactly where the tracks or breaks are,
and decidedly it would be a grave injustice
if those officers did not interview the owners
of properties, where the fires break out from
time to time, for the purpose of consulting
with them before taking charge and direet-
ing operations.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Would they not do that
in the ordinary course of events?

Hen. T. MOORE: They might.

Hon. V. Hamersley: But we should make
provision for that in the Bill,

Hon. T. MOORE: T think so.

Hon. J. Cornell: And inmediately you
will have divided control.

Hon. T. MOORE: I do not know abont
that. T say quite candidly that we should
not legislate so that one person may go on
to property belonging to some one else and,
in order {o save an adjoining property, burn
the other ont.

Hon. .J. Cornell: But that prineciple is ap-
plied with regard to mining inspectors.

Hon. T. MOORE: 1 do not eare about
that. That is my view of the position, espe-
¢iallv when no compensation is allowable.
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Hon. H. Tuckey: There is no provision
for that at all.

Hon. T. MOORE: And that is why we
should be all the more careful. If we agreed
to the Bill in its present form we would
grant powers that wounld enable one indivi-
doual to burn another out, and yet there
wounld be no compensation from which the
owner of the property conld be recouped for
his loss. The position is all the more seri-
ous when action could he taken regarding
the fire that would be quite contrary to the
wishes of the owner of the property. That
is quite wrong and most decidedly the owner
should have some right to say what course
should be followed. In every instance where
it is possible to prevent the spread of a fire,
owners of properties affected will be only
too willing to assist the fire control officer.

Hon, G. B. Wood: They always are,

Hon. T. MOORE: That has been my ex-
perience, and I have been associated with
guite 2 number of fires. Obviously the
owner who is likely to suffer loss should bave
some say before he is forced to incur addi-
tional Josses. It would be remarkable if we
were to hand over such authority to fire con-
trol officers as would enable them to do as
they liked without consulting with owners of
properties affected, even though those officers
should be appointed by road hoards in whom
we have every confidence. It must be rea-
lised that aceidents happen from time to

time. Errors of judgment arc shown in fire
fishting. For instanee, the wind may be
blowing in a certain direction. With a

knowledge of local conditions and the prob-
able astion of the wind, the owner will pos-
sibly be able to advise the fire control officer
as to the likely conrse of events and the best
means to be adopted to check the fire. With
the wind in a certain direction, fire breaks
may he burnt accordingly. Nevertheless,
within 20 minutes I have seen the wind
change and blow from the opposite direction,
If full power is given to the fire control
officer he will do as he thinks fit and it is
often a matter of deeiding how long the pre-
vailing wind will eontinue from the one
direction. The fire control officer may be a
man from another part of the district with-
out a close acquainianee with loeal condi-
tions. Who wili decide what is to be done?

Hon. G. B. Wood: Aeording to the Bill, it
is not to be the owner.

Hon. T. MOORE: That is 50, but I hope
that before the Bill leaves this Chamber that
particular clanse will be altered. We should
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certainly not deprive the property owner of
all his rights. Another provision of the Bill
is one that may lead to litigation if it is
not altered. The Bill sets out that if a fire
is burning on a property, irrespective of
whether the owner started it or not, he must
do certain things including, should he find he
cannot prevent the ocutbreak from spreading,
the necessity to leave his property and ad-
vise the fire control officer.

Hon. W, J. Mann: And let the fire get
away altogether.

Hon. T. MOORE: He would be a foolich
man who did that. Self-preservation is the
first law that I know of amongst farmers,
and, insuch cirecumstances, the owner would
certainly stay on the property and save as
much as he could. Aeccording to the speeches
of some members, they seem to think that
there are telephones on every farm. There
is a limited number in my distriet.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I intend to move an
amendment to deal with that phase.

Hon. T. MOORE: If it were possible to
have a telephone at every farm, the position
eould he dealt with quite well. One difficutty
is that people are not able to judge exactly
how far away a fire is burning or just where
it is. If they counld, they would be on the
spot quickly and deal with if. In many dis-
triets serub fires hurn from time to time, and
people are accustomed to the appearance of
smoke and do not take much interest in it.
There is a type of individnal that lights fires
at times when that ecourse should not le
followed. T have seen quite a number that
have spread and assumed vast proportions
with extensive resultant damage.

Hon. J. Cornell: The wind might suit one
person but not the other fellow.

Hon. T. MOORE: Often that might he
the position, Where an individual breaks
the law in that respeet, steps should be taken
to punish him. The Bill will eertainly en-
ahte bush fire brigades to be formed, and in
‘that respeet we will follow the practice that
has obtained in Vietoria. When T was in
that State, I witnessed one big fire and had
an opportunity to see how the brigades
aperate there. The bush fire brigades are
very well eqnipped, whereas here there i3 no
enuipment available. Should a fire break
‘out the usual praetiee is to pull down a
branch from a tree or a bush and belt away
at the fire until it is necessary to gei another
branch. In Vietoria leather-beaters ave used
and the men of the bush fire brigades take a
great deal of interest in their work and

[COUNCIL.]

equipment. On the oceasion of the big fire
that I witnessed in Vietoria, within a couple
of hours upwards of a hundred were on the
spot, all well equipped for fire-Gghting pur-
poses. The Bill should instil into the minds
of the country people that it is just as neces-
sary to have fire brigades in the outer areas
as in the towns. I agree that the policing
of the measure will be difficult because West-
ern Australia iz so extensive, Then, again,
prople are not always prepared to give evi-
dence against their mneighbours exeept, of
course, where extensive damage has followed
upon the illegal lighting of a fire. The Bill
may not be valuable from that standpoint.
At the same time, the road boards will he
very careful in their selection of fire control
officers, and in many instances they will
probably not be prepared to give any one
in the district all the powers that are pro-
posed in the Bill. As to the provisions re-
garding smoking, I think they make the
legislation rather ridienlous. If any mem-
ber were to go on my farm he would see the
men working in the fields with cigarettes in
their mouths,

Hon. H. Tuekey: I know a farmer who
wiil not employ a man who smokes.

Hon. T. MOORE: After all, although
most men on farms smoke, very few fires
have occurred as a result of that practice.
[ confess I did not feel too pleased when I
saw men working on my farm with cigar-
cttes or pipes in their mouths. I knew it
was nscless saying anything, beeause they
would smoke when I was absent. Iowever,
[ advised my men to sit down and have a
smoke in eomfort and have done with it.
It ean be taken for granted that men will
not go through a whole day in the field with-
ont a smoke, unless, of course, the employer
can secure men who are non-smokers. It
is certainly remarkable to think how many
men smoke eigarettes on farms during the
summer months, and how few fires oceur in
vonsequence. That has been a most astonish-
ing peint to me. As a matter of faet, T
think cigarette smoking in that respeet is
not nearly so dangerous as pipe-smoking.
In the old days in Vietoria it was necessary
for covers to he attached to pipes when used
in the fields. I have never seen that in this
State,

Hon. W. J. Maon: There are plenty of
men who have covers {o their pipes.

Hon. T. MOORE : 1 have not seen it here.
1t wouald be a good thing if that were re-
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«uired here in this State. It wounld help men
to realise the necessity for greater care, 1
support the second reading of the Bill,

HON. C. ¥. BAXTER (East) [4.57]:
There is a real necessity for the Bill. Many
people have been urging the introduetion
of a Bill of this description for the past
seven or eight years. It will be agreed that
the legislation may not be perfect in its
operations, because anomalies will creep in.
Fire-fighting in the country is not new in
this State. Several volunteer bodies have
been created and have done splendid work,
but they have been hampered becanse of
the many restrictions imposed upon them
and the danger arising from the possibility
of litigation for damages. The Bill em-
bodies twe important featwres. The first
is that groups of fire-fighters will be estab-
lished under the guidance of captains, who
will be supported, I take it, by lieutenants.
It has been said that this will mean that
one man will be racing about the country
in a motor ear. What has happened where
some such organisation has been established
is to have men located in each of four see-
tions of the rural area concerned, and they
are under the control of an officer. Some
members may disagree with power hbeing
placed in the hands of one individual. It
must he realised, however, that much dam-
age has resulted from hush fires that eould
have been obviated had someome been in
control to direct the operations of others.
T have seen fires both here and in the
Enstern States at which those whn were
helping to put the fire out were working
against each other. One section wanted to
do this, and another section wanted to do
the other thing. The result was that the
fire continved to burn, and did enormous
damage. Under the direction of one man,
such outbreaks would be more quickly sup-
pressed. T do not know of any bodv in a
better position to seleet fire eontrol offi-
cers than the local governing anthorities.
As a rule, the road hoards consist of per-
soms of experience, with knowledge of the
residents of the distriet and their respec-
tive abilities. Thev wounld naturally select
the most sumitable person available. The
hoards mav make mistakes, but evervone
does that at times. The'present haphazard
otder of things is worse than anything else
that eould obtain. First of all, the most
important feature iz to have a bodv or
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brigade under some direct control. Another
important point is that once the Bill be-
comes law it will be competent for Ilocal
governing authorities to establish ihe
wherewithal to combat fires. Mr. Moore
touched the point a little while ago when
ke spoke of men rushing about with
branches beating out the fire, and those

branches breaking up, whereupon it be-
came necessary for the men to get more
branches. Another method is to pick up

an old sack and do the beating with that.
Put presently that sack catebes alight, and
s0 it is necessary to get more sacks. Not
only do we require to have established a
body of proper beaters, but the system
should be extended later, as I hope the Act
will be extended later, to compel every
farmer to have three or four beaters ready
on his farm. That is very necessary. Of
course, one of the best beating implements
that ean be unsed is the leather beater
spoken of by Mr. Moore and which can be
honght at under 30s. a dozen. As I have said,
the having of beaters rveadv is the keynote
to the prevention of fires. That is the main
point, for those beaters, in turn, have
evervthing ready, and de not have to rush
abont, but know how to get down to the
job. Then the provision of a water cart
is most important. When water carts are
provided, the bush fires really will be
kept down. Of the ntmost urgency is it at
present to bave some legislation such as we
find in the Bill. Tt has heen a wonderful
season in the South-West, but what must
be remembered is that during the past 20
vears the subterrancan elovers have srown
so luxuriantly that the whole eountryside is
grassed, and, given a hig fire. unless some-
thing effective be done that fire will go
right through the connbry, We find careful
farmers putting breaks around their
country, whereas others will not do anything
of the sort. But the break in itself is not
sufficient unless burning back against an on-
coming fire is done. Tn my province
we have bad voluntarv fire brigades
for some time, and most excellent work
has been dome by those bodies. Even
though there is a duly constituted fire bri-
zade available. vet legally onc would be re-
sponstble if he allowed the country to be
hurnt back. That is the trouble. I do not
know that the responsibility is altogether
clear in the Bill. In some cases there is not
enongh latitude given. TUnder the Bill, &
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man will still be liable for damages if he
fires back country. When one abtacks a fire,
he will almost ecrtainly create more damage
from the owner’s point of view. Bush fires
will jump the ordinary fire break, and so
what is required is a very wide break to
make sure of stopping the fire. T have seen
a fire rolling a chain and a half over the
break. T am sure that in most instances it
will not be practicable to put into action
the compulsory clauses of the measure re-
garding bush fires, heecause a lot of people
eannot now paot a plough in the ground. It
is too late for that. But other precautions
can be taken. The provision regarding sub-
terrancan clover is somewhat ridiculous, for
the farmer is restricted to 20 acres. But
stpposing that he has 200 acres, then he has
te divide it up and plowgh a break around
each portion. It will mean an enormous ex-
pense for him. ‘Whatever clover seed they
want to gather, let them plough the break
around that avea. Again, the farmer must
notify the officer in charge of the district
that he will burn at a certain time. But one
cannot sclect a time with any certainty. One
may fix it for 4 o'elock in the afternoon, but
when that time arrives the heat is terrific
and a strong wind may be blowing,
and so one does not dare to start his burn.
It is difficult to set down a hard and fast
rule like that. Of course, with clearing fires
the position is quite different. A number of
provisions in the Bill require careful seru-
tiny, but I will say we do not want to be too
exacting with the measure. Tt must be given
a trial, but at the same time the powers
should not be made so limited as to hamper
th> work of the brigade. They require the
necessary power to keep the fire in check.
If they are to be hampered at all, they will
be in the same position as the volunfary
brigades are in to-day. When they reach
the fire, they eould stop it if only they eould
burn hack, hut the law does nof per-
mit of that. The five hrigades should be en-
titled to take every action necessary ito get
the fire in c¢heck, and in doing that
they are bound to destroy some property.
I am glad that after a long period of years
the Bill has at last reached Parliament. We
should be able to put on the statute-book a
law that will have most excellent resalts. I
hope the Bill will pass the second reading
and that, if amended, it will be amended in
such a way as to render it very useful fo the
hodies concerned.

[COUNCIL.]

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Meiropolitan)
{510]: 1| commend the Government on
having introduced a measure of this nature,
which we hope will he of some assistance in
those districts threatened more than others
by the fire fiend. There is, as has been
pointed out hy other members, n number of
clauses that, 1 think, requive amending in
some direetion, bat generally speaking the
Bill is one that we should welcome. Much
has been made by previons speakers of the
difficulty there will be in policing the Act.
But it seems to me this is a Bill which it will
not be necessary to police so strictly as cer-
tain other Aects; the meve fact of its being
on the statute-bock and that certain penalties
are contained in it will help to make those
responsible much more careful than they
otherwise would he. Regarding the eontrol,
T cannot for the life of me conceive of any
unfortunate farmer who is fighting to put
out a fire on his property, or adjacent to
his erop, standing arguing a point with the
officer appointed to eontrol the fire-fighting
brigade. In my experience, no other lody
ot men is so willing and anxious to belp one
another as are fariners in the season when
fires threaten destruction to the erops of a
neighbour. 1 have not had a great deal of
experience in this direction, but in the little
I have had 1 have seen farmers travel 12
milex to help other farmers. As Mr, Moore
pointed out, it is onc of the most diffieult
things in life to gaunge the distance of a fire.
We faney that the five is two or three miles
away, but when we come to investigate we
find that it is 20 miles away. The =eason in
many distriets promises to be prolific in feed
and grass, and the Government is therefore
to be commended on having brought down
the Bill at this stage. I am not sure that
we shall get the full hencfit of the measure
during the present season. We shall see the
difficulties and he able to effect amendments
as we  go along. I think, however, that
more than is really necessary has been made
of the question vegarding contvol by the
boards. The local authorities naturally will
appoint men, if they are able to get them,
who they think will do the job hest, and my
experience of bhoards and soeieties in the
eountry is that they are always most willing
to help one another. The Bill will give the
farming community in many districts greater
security than they have previously experi-
enced. Certainly some of the clauses are
very drastie. Clawse 15, for instance, has
been looked wpon by some members as
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almost a joke. 1 know it would he very
diffientt, from what [ have seen and from
experience, to carry out the provisions of
that elause. Only within the last fortnight
1 saw a man stand in a crop, that is vield-
ing 20 bushels, and light a cigarette. Bui
an experienced farmer will tell us that there
is very little danger from cigarette smoking
in a crop.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Or a pipe.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: There is muoch
greater danger from a pipe. I know a
farmer whe has no objection to any man
sinoking while harvesting or bay carting, or
doing any work around the farm.

Hon. 1I. 8. W. Parker: Perhaps he is well
insured.

Hen, L. B. BOLTOX: No, it is simply a
matter of experience. This man states that
he has never seen a fire caused by smoking
o cigarette in a crop, but he has known of
a fire accurring from smoking a pipe, and he
claims that smoking a pipe in a erop is mueh
more dangerous than smoking a eigavette, I
hope that Clause 15 will beeowe law and will
be earried into effect. 1 will then feel much
safer, particularly in a season like the
present, when there is an abandunce of feed.
Other clauses have been referred to hy
previous speakers as requiring some amend-
went. I, too, think they can be improved in
Committee, but generally 1 consider the
Government should be commended for bring-
ing in the measare. 1 support the second
reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER {Hon. K.
H. Gray—West—in reply) [5.18]: 1 hkope
the House will not attempt seriously to
whittle down the provisiens of the Bill
It would be far hetter to pass it into law
as it is, rather than try to amend it so
as to meet the wishes of individnal farmers.
Those farmers should sink their personal
opinions for the wenmeral good. Mosl fires
have heen caused prineipally in the farm-
ing aveas by the desire of the holidors of
areas to hurn off, and while so. doing have
forgotten about the danger.

Hon. H. Tuckey: There is a lot of that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The de-
bate on the Bill has revealed that mem-
bers regard it as a decided improvement
on the present law dealing with the pre.
vention and control of bush fires. Haowever,
there are one or two provisions in the Bill
which have drawn forth a certain amount
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of eriticism. Mr. Mann and several other
members expressed some concern at the
possibihty of the very comprehensive pow-
ers vested in fire control officers, and offi-
cers of bush fire brigades, proving danger-
ous when exercised by amateurs. In seleet-
ing fire control officers, the local anthorities
ave not likely to appoint anyone who will
run amok. They will be bound to select
the most efficient men of ealm temperament
in the distriet. Consequently, I do not en-
idlorse the fears expressed by some members.
An individual of an execitable nature, no
matter how well intentioned, is not likely
to bhe seleeted anvwhere as a fire control
officer. Part ITT., wherein the relevant pro-
posals appear, is the keystone of the Bill
1'nless Parliament is prepared to etnpower
the officers appointed for the purpose of
controlling and extinguishing bush fires
with the necessary authority, the proposed
legislation will almost certainly prove in-
effective. The powers asked for were sug-
gested by the loeal authorities, who have
long recognised that their absence from
our present legislation has seriously ham-
pered their ahility to eope with the various
sitnations that arise in the country districts
through the outhreak of bush fires. I in-
ferred frowm the remarks of Mr. Wond that
the officers who will he appointed nnder the
Aet will inelude a number of neurotic and
incompetent persons.

Hon. (. B. Wood: Not incompetent, but
temperamental.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T think
that after due econsideration, the hon. mem-
ber will be prepared to admit that no local
anthority would appoint a person to a posi-
tion of responsibility withont first fully
satisfving itself of his capabilities. T un-
derstand that Mr. Piesse, of the Road
Boards Assoeiation, has suggested that
road board members might well he ap-
pointed as bush fire control officers. Mr.
Woond said that he did ‘“not think it pos-
sible for a road hoard to say how,
where, or when a man should wvlough
a fire hreak.’”’ This power of the local
aunthorities will be exercised at discretion.
It has been strongly d~sired by the road
hoards for some time. With regard to the
provisions sbipulating eertain  conditions
which are to he ohserved by persons burning
off durine “prohibited’ times” for the pur-
pose of faeilitatine the colleetion of clover
burr, it will be reealled that Mr. Mann oh-
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jected to the proposal which provides for
the ploughing of a 10ft. fire break. At
present it is unlawful to bum off any land
during gazetted “prohibited times.” Aectu-
ally, therefore, the Bill proposes to liberalise
the provisions of the existing legislation in
this regard. At the same time, however, it
is desirable that the conditions imposed on
persons burning clover paddocks in “prohi-
bited times” shall be fairly stringent. M.
Miles suggested, by way of interjection,
that the limitation on the area to be burned
at one fime was too small, The Forests De-
partment and the Chief Inspector of the
Agricultural Bank are emphatic that this
provision is necessary, and I understand
that they are supported in their contention
by the road boards, Mention was made that
the period during which unrestrigted burn-
ing is prohibited namely, between October
end April, was far too long. Mr. Mann
stated that he did “not think it possible, if
people made the effort, to create a fire dur-
ing October”  The Bill merely continues
Section 7 of the existing Act, with eertain
alterations, so far as this provision is con-
eerned. I am informed that the records of
the Forests Department show that April is
at times quite a dangerous month.  Last
year 19 per cent. of the fires dealt with by
the department occurred in April. Unless
very heavy rains fall in March, April fires
are even more difficult fo control than those
in the preceding month. As regards the
earlier months, in October of this year the
Forests Department’s oflicers had to cease
eontrolled burning operations on certain
days owing to daneerous fire hazards. Mem-
bers should realise, too, that conditions vary
in the different districts from year to year.
Mr. Craig asked whether the Bill would over-
ride the power of the local anthority to fix
the burning period. To that T reply in the
negative.  The existing practice will eon-
tinue. The local authorities will recommend
the period, and as in the past, the depart-
ment will invartably approve of it.  The
hon. member also drew attention to the pos-
sibility of a fire starting only a chain in-
side the boundary and easily extending to
the adjoining areas. In Committee I hope
it will be possible to overcome the difficulty.
As T said in my opening remarks, I trust
members will not make any drastic altera-
tions to the Bill and that it will emerge from
Commitee an effective measure. It is experi-
mental legislation and it is recognised that

[COUNCIL.]

a serious commencement must be made to
prevent the enormous losses that are occa-
sioned by bush fires.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair;
Honorary Minister in eharge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—Short Title:

The HONORARY MINISTER: I under-
stand that varions hon. members intend to
move amendments but have not yet gof them
drafted. In the cireunmstances I suggest
that the Committes deal with non-contentious
¢lauses now, and later the Bill can be re-
committed.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 2 to 6—agreed to.

Clause 7T—Tire protected areas:

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subclause 4 after the word ‘‘for,”’
in line 3, therc be inserted ‘¥ where negligence
is proved.’’

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Members of the Ko-
jonup Road Board, who are practical men
of considerable experience in eonnection with
bush fires, have asked me to support the
amendment.

the

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
auended, agreed to.

Clause 8—Governor
hibifed times:

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: An amendment is
desired in this clause. T have not been able
to get it drafted yet beeause the officer of
the Crown Law Department whose services
are made available to members of Parlia.
ment happens to be away at Albany.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
clanse j.ostponed,

may declare pro-

(lause 9—Penalty for lighting fires:

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-
ment—

That in subparagraph (i¥ of parageaph (b)
of Suleluuse 3 the word *“twenty’’ be struck
out, and '‘fifty'? inscrted in lieu.

Twenty acres is too small an area to be
burnt at one time. Therefore the amend-
ment suggests 30 aeres. A man in the West
Beverley distriet told me it was his intention
to burn as much as 300 acres. It would be a
highly expensive job to eut a 300-acre block
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into areas of 20 acres and plough around
cach of those areas.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I support the
amendment. Large areas of clover are be-
ing planted in my Provinee, and the seed is
beinz gathered. Several road boards have
suggested an inerease to 40 or 50 acres.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I oppose
the amendment. The departmental experts
consider that the utmost precautions must
be taken, as the burning off would oceur
during prohibited times,

Hon. T. Moore: All this burning-off will
take place during prohibited periods.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The fires will be lit
only in the evening. Later I propose fo in-
crease the factor of safety by moving an
amendment  substituting five guards for
three.

Hon, W, J. MANN: A man would be a
maniac if he did not take the utmost pre-
cautions when burning clover. He might
desire to colleet seed from only one portion
and reserve the paddock for feeding later
on. Twenty acres is on the small side, espe-
cially as a ploughed break 10 feet wide is
specified. However, ploughing seems waste-
ful for this purpose. The Railway Depart-
ment has had fire breaks made along the
fences by confract. The contractor goes
along with a dise plongh, and if after the
erass has been lighted one simply turns over
the sod, quite a lot of grass is found to be
sticking out. A far more effective method
would be to go along with a cultivator.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The diseussion
is not on flre breaks, but as to whether
the area shall be 20 acres or 50 acres.

Hon, W. J. MANN: The Minister has not
convineed me that the mere fact of greater
precantions being taken suffices to make the
amendment unneecessary. I therefore sup-
port the amendment,

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I also sup-
port the amendment. If the areas are to be
only 20 acres and fire breaks have to be cut
arcund them, foo great an area of the farm
will be taken up in that way. The area
should be 40 or 50 acres.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-
ment—

That in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (b)
of Subclause 3 the following words b~ added:
—4{provided that at the discretion of the fire

control officer or other authorised person fire
breaks need not be ploughed.”’
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This amendment will overcome the difficulty
mentioned by Mr. Maon. It is ridiculous to
expect a man to plough brezks around the
arcas. Often it is not necessary. There
may he a road at the side of the paddock, or
a salt pateh. It would be a hardship te
plough 10 feet with a single-furrow plough.

Hon. G. W, MILES: I desire to move an
carlier amendment, siriking out the words
#eleared and ploughed "

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I support \Ir.
Wood's amendment, because without it the
waste of seed would be great. In that class
of country there are wash drains, and in a
wet season there is a tendency to wash in
the ploughed portion.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I move an amend-
ment—

That in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (h;

of Subelause 3 the words ‘‘eleared and
ploughed’’ be strack out,
The owner is not going to take any risks
He will take every precaution to protect his
own property. In =ome cases the land
would not be ploughable at this stage.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I oppose
the amendment on the ground that we musﬁ
state what a fire break is.

Amendment put and passed. .
G. B. W0OOD: I move an amend-

Hon.
ment— :
That in paragraph (g) of Bubclavse 3
“‘three'* ho struck out and ‘‘five?’ inserted
in leu.

We have had a congession to allow 50 acres
to be burnt, and I want to safeguard that
concession by making it necessary to have
five men in attendance instead of three. Inm
most of the southern distriets four o'clock
is a most dangerous time at which to burn.
What is known as the Albany Jdoctor
comes along and blows with considerable
force. It is necessary to have five men on
the job at such a time,

Hon, L. CRAIG: T oppose the -amend-
ment. Three men should he quite sufficient.
If the people in the Great Southern distriet
think that five men are necessary, there is
nothing to prevent their having five men.
The paragraph provides that there shall be
no fewer than three men. In some districts
it is not easy to obtain five men at a special
time to confrol a fire. The area concerped
is only a small one and three men would be
sulficient.
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Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I support the
amendment. Suppose a number of men in
o particular district deeided to burn their
clover. They might be setting np many fires
in that partieular area.

Hon. L. Craig: There willi be three men
in cach paddock.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: It is neeessary to
have more than that. Five is not a large
number,

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : I support ihe
amendment. These precantions are not
mercly for protecting the owner of the land
but al:o the owners of land adjoining.

Hon. L. Craig: There is nothing to pre-
vent him having five men.

Hon. ¢, H. WITTENOOM: We want lo
compe] him to have five.

Hon. L. Craig: Suppose he could not get
them?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Some of these
blocks are only from five to ten acres. In
many eases the clover is evened off before
there is an attempt to do any burning. It
will not be possible to procure as many as
five men. It is difficult to get men for ordin-
ary work, let alone for special work of this
kind.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Now that
the area has been increased it is essential
that the number of men should be increased.

Hon. G. W. MILES: As Mr. Baxter has
pointed out, hefore firing is ecommeneced the
owner feeds down the clover as much as he
can., In some cases there would not be any-
thing there to burn. The paragraph pro-
vides that not fewer than three men should
be in attendance, and that should be suffi-
cient. Suppose n man were 15 or 20 miles
from a township, where would he get the
men?

“-The CHAIRMAN: I should like to ask
the Honorary Minister if it would be obliga-
tory on the owner and occupier to pay the
three menf?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is not
usual for men to he paid in such circum-
stances. The usual thing is that men help
each other.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Two or three rnad
boards have asked me to endeavour to have
the number inereased to five. They are bet-
ter judges than I, and I propose to support
the amendment,

Hon. L. CRAIG: What appears to have
been overlooked is the faet that if a man
burna his neighbour out or destroys feed

{COUNCIL.]

he iz liable. Farmers are a very sensible
body of people and they are not going to
take undue risks, Another point is that
most clover paddocks are in the middle of
a bigger property and a man may be ex-
pected lo take precautions to protect the
rest of his farm,

Hon. T. MOORE: To insist upon five men
would be a hardship, as it would often en-
tail upsetting arrangements on four farms
te sceure that number. The fire control
officer would have to be satisfied before he
granted a permit, and the farmer’s posi-
tion should not be made more diffienlt.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, a5 previously smended, put and
passed.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
consideration of Clause 10 postponed.

Clause 11—Oceupier to extinguish bush
fire oceurring on his land during prohibited
times:

Hon, G. B. WOOD: T move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘purpose’’ in line 7 of Sub-

clanse 1, the words ‘‘and means are available
to do so withont leaving the fire unattended?’’
bhe ingerted.
The oceupier might be the only person on
the property. Would he be expected to
leave the fire unattended in order to in-
form the fire control officer?¥ By remain-
ing he might he able to keep the fire in
check, bt if he did not inform the officer,
he would be liable to a penalty.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This pro-
vision has heen inserted to prevent the de-
liberate lighting of fires.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move an amend-
ment—

That in the last line of Subelause 1 ‘¢ fifty*’
be struck out with a view to inserting
(14 t“-enty' rr
A penalty of £50 is provided, although the
oceupier might not have lighted the fire
and might not even know it was burning.

Hen. C. F. Baxter: What is the penalty
for? It sounds ridieunlous.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ob-
ject of the penalty is to compel a man to
do his duty at once. To neglect a fire is
almost as bad as to light one deliberately.

Hon. H V. PTESSE: Which would be
the more important duty devolving on the
occupier—to inform the fire control officer,
or to endeavour to put the fire out? Ap-
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parently the man would be liable to a
penalty whichever conrse he adopted.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I shonld like the
Honorary Minister to tell ns what would
be expected of such a man. Should he re.
port to the fire control officer or should he
endeavour to extinguish the fire?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
man's duty wounld he to put out the fire
if possible. Failing that, he should notify
the fire contro! officer.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : The subeclause is not
clear and I snggest that it be postponed
for redrafting.

Hon. ¢4, FRASER: It sheuld be a suffi-
cient defence if the man was of cpinion
that he did not require assistance.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The point regarding
the man’s duty has been clarified by the
amendment already carried. I shall be
satisfied if the penalty is reduced.

Amendment (to strike out ‘‘fifty’’) put
and passed.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I move
ment—

That ‘“twenty’’ be inserted in lieu of the
word struck out.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The clause had
betier be postponed to permit of further
consideration.

The CHAIRMAN: If members do not
want & penalty, they may vote against in-
serting the word ‘‘twenty.”’

Hon. G. W. Miles: Some penalty ought
to be inserted.

Amendment (to insert ‘‘twenty’’) put,
and a division taken with the following re-
sult:—

an amend-

Ayes .. . . - 14
Noes .. .. .. .. 8
Majority for . . 6
Avza,
Hon. B. H. AEge Hon. G. W. Mile
Hon. A, M. Clydesda.la Hon. H. B. W. Parker
Hon. J. T. F‘rankhn Hon, H. V, Piease
Hon. E. H, Gra; Hon. H, Tuekey
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, G, H, Wittencom
Han.w H. Kitsoa Hon. G. B, Wood
Hon, J. M. Macfarlane (TeRer.)
‘Hon. W. J. Mann
Noxs,
‘Hou. Q. F. Baxter Hon. J. Nicholeon
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. 3. Fraser Hon, L. B. Bolton
Hon. V. Hamersley (Teiler.)

Hoa. T. Moors
Amendment thus passed.
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Hon. (.
ment—

That after ‘*fire’’ in line 14 of Subclauge 2
the words ‘‘and has the means to do so with-
out leaving the fire umattended’’ be inserted.
This is a consequential amendment. The
man might not have means to inform the
fire control officer.

Amendment put and passed.

B. WOOD: I move an amend-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 pm,

Hon. T. MOORE : The owner of the land
might not be aware that a fire had hroken
out on his property. I move an amend-
rent—

That in_ line 2 of Subelause 2, after “* fails’’
the following words be inserted:—*‘ forthwith
after beeoming aware of such bushfire.’’

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Those words
already appear in Subélayse 1, and cover
what appears in Subclavse 2.

Hon. T. MOORE: 1 agree with Mr,
Parker’s view, and will withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Clause as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 12—S8ale and use of wax matches
may be prohibited:

Hon. G. B, WOOD: I move an amend-
ment—

That all the words after ‘“the’’ at the eom-
mencement of the elause be struek out and
the following inserted in lieu:—*‘the sale or
uge of wax matches by any person in agricul-
tural districts is hereby prohibited.’’

There is no reason why wax matches should
be used in agricnliural aress at any time of
the year.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I oppose
the amendment. The clavse is copied from
what appears in the New South Wales Aect.
It will fully protect those areas that may be
proclaimed from time to time.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: The use of
wax matches should be prohibited in any
wheat-growing area. I do not see why they
should be used in mining areas either.

Hon. T. Moore: Wooden matches become
very damp, and are not as useful as wax
matches in many eases.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: In mining we used
wax matches to put on the end of a fuse,
whilst we got away as quickly as we conid.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : The clause already
safeguards the whole position. We should
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not put a general embargo upon the use of
wax matehes.

- Hon. G. B. WOOD: Storekeepers do not
read the “Government Gazette,” and if the
clause remains as prioted they will continue
to sell wax matebes indiseriminately. If
the sale is prohibited, then the stores can-
not sell them.

The CHAIRMAN : “Agricultural distriet”
is not defined in the Bill, but there is a
definition of “loeal authority.”

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The clause is all right
as it is.

" Amendment put and negatived,

Hon. H. 8. W, PAREER:
amendment—

_+Thaf the words ‘*by any person,’’ in line 3,
be struck ont.
The words
dangerous.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has
already decided that the two subclanses shall
stand part of the Bill. The hon. member
will, therefore, have to move his amendment
on recommittal.

1, .Clause put and passed.

Clauses 13 to 13—agreed to.

Clause 16—Lighting or attempting to
light a fire with intent to injure.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Will this clause
apply to the man who boils his billy at the
roadside? If so, it will cause a lot of trounble.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The clause refers to
the lighting of fires that are likely to injure
or damage property.

, Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The clause is
dangerous because, quite innocently, & man
may light a fire in order to boil his billy and
some jrate owner may come along and quite
properly contend that the man had done
something that was likely to injure his pro-
perty.

The HONORARY MINISTER: But it
would he necessary to prove that the fire had
been 1it with intent to injure.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: If that is so,
then the penalty provided is ridienlously
low. If the elause were meant fo deal with
earelesshess, it would be different.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ob-
ject of the clause is to prevent anyone light-
ing a five, or even atfempting to do so, with
intent to injure someone or some property.
Thai iz made elear in the marginal note.

I move an

are both unpecessary and

[COUNCIL.)

The CHAIRMAN: According to the
Interpretation Aet, the warginal note has
no effect upon the clause.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: If a man were
o light a fire for the purpose of boiling his
billy and did se in the middle of January,
it would be quite easy to show, even though
it had been lit innocently, that the fire was
likely to cause damage. The elause is so
framed that it is difficult off-hand teo sug-
gest an amendment so as to make it elearer.
I suggest that the further eonsideration of
the clause be postponed so that the point can
be locked into.

On wotion by the Honorary Minister fur-
ther consideration of the clause postponed.

Clause 17--Local authority may require
occnpiers of land to plough or clear fire
breaks:

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has
already deeided that it is not necessary to
plough fire breaks when buming off clover
paddocks,

Hon, W. J. MANN: That does not mean
that Clause 17 should be deleted consequen-
tially. The clanse deals with general con-
ditious and the arguments advanced with
regard to clover paddocks could Thardly
apply generally, The clause is essential.

Hon. . F, BAXTER: In paragraph
(a) it is set out that fire breaks
are to be ploughed to the width specified in
the notice served on the owner by the local
authority. That might mean the owner
would be required to plough a break of any
width the board liked to fix,

Hon. H. TUCKEY: The power referred
to by Mr. Baxter is necessary because in
some instances merely a narrow break will
serve the purpose, hut in other plnces much
wider breaks will be reguired,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The further con-
sideration of this clause should be post-
poned. It will empower road Doards
to enforce the plonghing of fire breaks o anv
width they like. I think we should give con-
sideration to thix mafter over the week-end.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The clause will
have general application, and it will be
dificult to apply hecause in some areas
it will be impossible to plough during eight
menths of the vear.

The HOXORARY MINTSTER: The
Road Doards A=sveintion has pressed for
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this particular provision but, in deference to
the wish expressed by Mr. Wood, I move—
That the further consideration of the clause
be postponed.
Motion (postponement) put and passed.
Clauses 18 and 19—agreed to.

Clause 20—Special powers of bush fire
control oflicer:

Hon. G. B. WOOD: ] move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph {a) be struck out.

By virtue of the paragraph the bush fire
confrol officer will be able to exercise the
powers of the Chief Officer of Fire Brigades.
Those powers are altogether too extensive
to vest i a fire control officer who may
have very little experience compared with
that of the highly trained Chief Officer of
Fire Brigades. He may go to a fire once
only in 12 months. Fire fighting in the city
is totally different. Many members do not
appreciate what powers are exercised by the
Chief Officer of the Fire Brigades, He is
supreme, and I do not object to that. On
the oiher hand, I do object to similar powvers
being vested in men with very little experi-
ence.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is pro-
vided that the bush fire contrel officer may
exercise any of the “appropriate” powers
that are held by the Chief Officer of Fire
Brigades. It does not refer to all the
powers, but only to those powers that are
appropriate for the fighting of bush fires.
It is essential that the fire control otficers
shall have the necessary power to cnable
them to ecarry ont their work satisfaectorily.
However, the matter can be further eon-
sidered and I shall move to report progress.

Hon. G W. MILES: Before the Com-
mitte further considers the Bill, T suggest
that the Honorary Minister look into ona
other point. Is there authority in the Bill
to enable local authorities to spend money?
Is not an amendment of the applicable legis-
lation necessary?

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 wiil
look inte that point too.

Progress reported.
BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Timber Industry HRegulation et
Amendment.

2, Hire Purchase Agreements Act Amend-
ment,

Received from the Assembly.
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BILL—INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
Cornell in the Chair, the Chief Seeretury
in charge of the Bill

Postponed Clause 79—Conecessional deanc-
tions :

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The consideration
of this clause was postponed last night 1o
allow of further consideration of proposed
amendments. Last night I submitted an
amendment, but having now given it fur-
ther consideration I ask leave to withdraw
that amendment with a view to moving an-
other,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
men t—

That there be added to puragraph (b) a fur-
ther proviso as follows:—''Provided further,
that where there is no Government school
within the meaning of the Edueation Act,
1928, nearer than three miles from the tax-
payer’s place of abode, and no means of free
transport for childeen between the nearest Gov-

-ernment school aforesaid and the taXpayer’s

abode is provided by the Govermment or the
Education Department, and the taxpayer main-
tains his child or children elsewhere than in
his place of abode in \Western Australia for
the purpose ot providing for the eduecation of
such child or c¢luldren, a deduction of one hun-
dred pounds, in lieu of a deduction of sixty-
two pounds as aforesaid, shall be allowed under
this paragraph in respeet of each ¢hild s¢ main-
tained while auch child is one to which this
paragraph applics.”’
This amendment is designed to afford some
relief to people in the unfortunate position
of having no means of free transport for
their children to the nearest Government
school. The deduction of £62 applies to all
taxpayers, and it is only right that those
who are denied the privilege of sending
their children to school should be allowed a
deduction of £100. This would bring about
a certain equality amongst taxpayers.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid
I eannot congratulate the hon. member on
this amendment. In his proposed amend-
ment of last night if was suggested that
ten miles should be the limit, and that with-
out any qualification as to the free trans-
port. In this latesi amendment the limit
is reduced to three miles, and there is an
additional qualification in regard to free
transport. The hon. member says the
amendment is framed with the object of
equalising matters as between eertain
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people, and he declares that parents living
more than three miles away from the school
are entitled to some consideration if they
send their children, not three miles to
school, but to a sehool in some other part
of the State. I do not follow that reason-
ing, althongh as I said last night, I sympa-
thise with the idea the hon. member has
m mind. However, this Bill is not the
place in which to provide such a coneession.
1 am npet certain how mauy children would
be affected by the amendment, but I am
sure there would be at least 1,000, which
at £38 each would mean £38,000 that would
be exempt from income tax,

Hon. G. B. Wood: On what are you bas-
ing those figures; guesswork?

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
rough estimate.

Hon. L. Craig: Pretty rough.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It errs on
the right side,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Yes, on the short
side.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Suppose
there were only 500 children affected, would
we be justified in giving a special conces-
sion to parents who can afford to send their
children away ount of the distriet alto-
gether to he educated?

Hon. L. Craig: Those parents eannot
afford it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But they do

Purely a

it.
Hon. L. Craig: Yes, at great sacrifice.
Hon. G. B. Wood: Sometimes the chil-
dren are hoarded out with relatives.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Even so, is
that any reason why the parents shonld
get this great eoncession? There are loca-
lities only four or five miles distant from the
nearest school, and the parents in those
loealities prefer fo send their children to
the metropolitan area. Quite a number of
those parents would be entitled to come
within the scope of this amendment. So
it will be easily understood that I eannot
support the amendment, which I think
should not find a place in this taxation
measure.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : There may be some
ground for eonsidering the distance of
three miles, which was suggested by Mr.
Moore lasi night. If this is not the Bill
under which to seek such relief for those
parents, where are we to get that relief?
Certainly not under the Edncation Aet. The

[COUNCIL.]

amendment means a little relief for those
parents who are compelled to send their
children away to be edneated. The man
in the outhack has been suffering long
enough, and it is time sometbhing was done
for him.

Hen. H. V. PIESSE: I am surprised to
hear the Minister object to the amendment.
We are inviting people to have children, and
are not giving them any encouragement to
bring them into the world. The distance of
three miles might he short, and if Mr. Baxter
agreed to increase it to five miles, or even
ten miles, that would be more reasonable.

Hon, 1., B, BOLTON: As one of the main
exeuses for people leaving the land is the
disadvanfage nnder which they are suffering
beeanse ot their inability to have their chil-
dren educated, T think that section of the
community is entitled to every consideration.
Take a farmer with three or four children
under the age of 1G vears. If he were en-
titled to the reduction, it would make quite &
difference to him. T support the amend-
ment.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : This is further
proof of the faet that the Government of
the day is not country-minded.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is the best country
Government the State has ever had.

Hon. V. HAMERSL/EY : We should make
overy effort to encourage people with fami-
lics to go into the eountry distriets, and here
we have the opportunity to do that. To
foree parents to keep their children in the
couniry, wherr they cannot be educated, is
not right.

Hon. G, W. MILES: I am opposed to the
amendment. The right way to go about this
is to let the Government collect the revenue
and give edueational facilities in the country,
and so prevent the necessity to send children
to the cities where they become eity-minded.

Hon. L. CRAIG: T intend to oppose the
amendment as it stands. Mr. Baxter op-
posed a similar amendment of mine last
night, except that he has put in three miles.
In submitting my amendment, I had a differ-
ent object in view. My idea was not fo
make coneessions to those children who could
go to State schools but to encourage parents
to send their children away from Stiate
schools at the age of between 14 and 16
yvears. The amendment eovers children that
are going to Siafe schools, and for whom
transport is not provided.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We do en-
courage people to go outback by providing
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sehools, where the children can be taught in
their own district. Why should we give
parents an extra allowanee to enable them
to send children away from their distriets?
Mr. Baxter's amendment has the same draw-
backs a: the amendment we discussed last
night. TF pavents decided to send their chil-
dren to Melbourne or to Sydney, they would
be entitled to an allowance of an additional
£38. That does not seem right. Why should
we give pavents an oxtra deduction from
their income tax beeanse they are able lo
send their children out of the State, while
we have provided in the State all the seholas-
fic facilities that are necessary?

Hon. I. Craig: How many children go
out of the Siate?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That does
not matter.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Before the de-
pression, parents used to send their children
to the Old Country to be educated.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Not under the age
of 16.

Hon. A M. Clydesdale: Yes.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In any
event, I eannot accept the amendment.
Parents are not compelled to send their chil-
dren away from the district in which they
reside.

Hon. W. J. MANN: T see some virtue in
the amendment. The three miles, however,
is too short and should be increased to ten.
The amendment provides for children only
where there is no Government school. A
parent wounld be entitled to the deduction
only so long as there was not a school in the
district in which he lived. If we pass the
amendment it will have a tendeney to hreak
down the demand for new schools. I move
an amendment on the amendment—

That in line 3 the word *‘three’” be struck
out and ‘‘ten’’ inserted in liew

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed.

Amendment as amended put, and a divi-
sion ecalled for.

The CHAIRMAN : Before tellers are ap-
pointed I give my vote with the Noes.

Result of division:—

Aves - 12
Noes 10
Majority for . 2

5
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AYES.
Hon, E. H. Angelo Hob. J. N!chol soh
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. H, Picsse
Hon. L. B. Bolton Han. C. H. Wlttenoom
Hon., V. Hamersley Hon, {3, B. Wood
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon., H. Tuckey
Hon, J. M. Maclarlane (Telier)
Hon, W, J, Mann
NnEA
Hon. A, M. Clydesdale Hon. G, W. Milea
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, H, 8. W. Parker
Hon. L. Craig Hon. H 9 ddon
Fon. J. M, Drew Hon. G. Fras
Hon. B, H. Gray (Teucr.)

Hoo. W. H. Kitson
Amendment, as amended, put and passed.

Hon. H. V. PIERSE:
ment—

That in paragraph (e) ¢‘fifty’’ be struck
out, and the words *‘onc hundred’’ inserted in
licu,

The amendment is in conformity with
Federal legislation. Having had experi-
cnee in life assurance, I realise the need for
encouraging thrifty people. A deduoection
from income tax enconrages life assurance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is an-
other amendment that I cannot support.
A person who can pay an insurance pre-
minm of £100 per annum stands in no need
of any speeial concession. Persons in fhat
fortunate position are not numerous, and
therefore the amount involved may not be
great; however, those persons represent that
very small section of the community which
is best able to bear taxation, If we agree
to many suggestions bhecause each of them,
separately, does not mean much, the eventual
loss to revenue will be material, and will
have to be recouped fromm persons much less
able ip pay taxation.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: The amendment re-
fers also to superannuation payments and
deduction from wages. Thrifty people lessen
the need for old age pensions, An annual
premiam of £100 weuld mean only a eouple
of thousand pounds of insurance, which is
nof excessive.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of subparagraph {ii) of para-
graph (e) ‘‘provident’’ be inserted after the
word ‘‘to,'’

T move an amend-

Clause 15 gives exemption from income tax
in respeet of provident, benefit, or supexr-
annuation funds established for the benefit
of employees.

The Chief Secretary: The omission of
“provident” is an oversight.

Amendment pat and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed fo.
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Postponed Clause 140—Income derived
by insurers out of Australia:

Hon, E, H. ANGELO: The Minister in-
tended to inquire abont the words “and is
otherwise liable to be assessed under this
Act” included in the clause.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. .Angelo
drew attention to these words as not appear-
ing in any other Australian legislation of
this nature. They were intended to obviate
dual tazing under the Bill, and to clarify
the position, However, as it appears to
those for whose benefit the words were in-
serted that they do not clarify the position,
I shall offer no objection to an amendment
to delete them.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I have before me
the opinion of a King’s Counsel to the effect
that the words are unnecessary and are apt
to be confusing. I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘and is otherwise liable to
be assessed under this Aet?* he struek out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 167—Court of review:

Hon, H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment—

That Subetauses (1) and (2) be struck out
and the following be inserted in lieu:—

{1.} For the purposes of this Part the Gor-
ernor in Couneil may appoint a Board of Re-
view eonsisting of a chairman and two other
members as hercinafter provided.

(2.) The State may arrange with the Com-
monwealth for the holding by the chairman
and members of a Board of Review under the
Commonwealth Act, known as the ‘*Common-
wealth Income Tax Assessment Act, 1936, of
the offices of chairman and members tespee-
tively of the Board under this Aect.

(3.) Any agreement relating to any such
arrangement may make provision for any other
mafters necessary or cxpedient to be provided
for carrying out the arrangement.

(4.) The Governor in Council may appoint
as chairman and members of the Board the
chairman and members for the time being of
any Board of Review under the said Common-
wealth Act, and with the same tenure of office
a3 they hold under the said Aect; and may re-
move or guspend the chairman or other mem-
ber if he is removed or suspended from his
office under the said Commonwealth Aet.

{5.) The Board of Review shall hear and
determine appeals from asgessments made un-
der this Act, and shall have all the powers
and functions of the Commissioner in making
assesgments, drterminations, and decisions un-
der this Act, and such assesswments, determina-
tions, and decisions of the Board, and its de-
cistons upon appeais shall for all purposes
(except for the purpose of objections thereto
and appeals therefrom) be deemed to be as-
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sessments, determinations, or decisions of the
Commissioner,

The object of the amendment is to enahle
the Federal Board of Review to be used for
the purpose of appeal. The reason for the
alteration is that in the first place an appesl
to the loeal eourt would involve a certain
amount of expense to the taxpayer ani,
secondly, appeals are frequently made on
matters which not only concern the State,
bhut the Federal Taxation Department. As
the Federal authorities have arranged a
board of review, such matters could be de-
cided by that board. There is the further
point that in appealing to the board of re-
view the tazpayer would have a decision
arrived at by men who are expert in all tax-
ation matters, whereas if the appeal were
taken before a magistate, the magistrate
would be asked to decide a diffienlt question
outside his scope,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clause
appearing in the Bill is the same as the
corresponding clause in the existing Act. In
cases that might possibly come before the
court of review as provided for in the Bill,
the magistrate would be called upon to de-
termine a question of law, By his amend-
ment Mr. Seddon desires to substilute for
the present clanse one providing for the
board of review fo be the body before which
the appeal is taken and that board would
really be snperimposed upon the Commis-
sioner of Taxafion, in that the hon. member
provides that the members of the board
should have all the powers of the Commis-
sioner, not only the powers to listen to mm
appeal, but to make decisions and to have
the power to order that those decisions shall
be carried out.

Hon. H. Seddon: On appeal.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. That
is not s0 under the present Aet. The Com-
missioner is given a good deal of autherity
under the Act and carries a lot of respons-
ibility. He has to form opinions on many
matters, and to assist him to come to an
equitable decision he has the knowledge that
ecomes to him in his position as Commis-
sioner of Taxation. He has knowledge in
many ways and on many subjects that wounld
not be available to this board of review,
and is in a particularly good position to
arrive at a just and fair decision. It seems
hardly fair to provide a board (which has
not the opportunity of applying the know-
ledze the Commissioner has gained as the
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result of his administration of the depart-
ment) with the power to hear appeals and
determin> the assessment that shall be issued
in particular ceses. Subeclause 5 of the
amendment is far-reaching in its effect.

Hon. L. Craig: Cannot the eonrt do what
it is proposed the board shall do%

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The court
cannot determine an assessment but can re-
fer an assessment back to the Commissioner
for reconsideration, but this board it is pro-
posed to appoint has no responsibility to
anybody. Tt can please itself quite apart
from the effect its decisions might have on
other assessments and thus on the revenue
of the State.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The clauses which
have been ineluded in the amendment are
similar to those existing in the Victorian Aect.
There is also a similar provision in
the Federal Aet. When that Act was flrst
bronght forward there was no provision of
this sort, but sueh an outery arose that the
provision was subsequently inserted. The
board constituted under the Federal Act is
familiar with all aspects of taxation, and
would be gualified to deal with the questions
referred to it. Such a board would not be
likely to aect in any way Lhat was not just
and right,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 have consist-
cntly opposed the appointment of a magis-
trate to hear appeals under the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Aect which has been in-
troduced from time to time by Mr. Thomson.
I have stood by the (overnment in de-
claring that it was not a magistrate’s job on
the gronnd that we might get a decision of
one magistrate in one part of the State and
an entirely different decision from a magis-
trate in another part. To be consistent I
must veote for Mr. Seddon’s amendment
which provides for a bhoard instead of a
magistrate.

Hon. H, 8. W. PARKER: This Board of
Review arose out of a case that was decided
before the High Court, A man appealed
against a decision of the Commissioner. The
Commissioner penalised the applicant be-
eause he was of the opinion that the return
was made for the purpose of avoiding the
tax. The man appealed and the High Court
lieid that he had no right to appeal against
the decision of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, although it was also found as a fact
that there was no attempt to defrand the
revenne or avoid the tax. Justice Tsaacs
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said that novertheless the Commissioner was
justified in eoming to the conclusion that the
man had intended to defraud the revenue.
That man had no appeal from the discretion
exercised by the Comimissioner. I agree that
there are many things on which the Com-
missioner has special knowledge but for
every one guilty man who escapes it might
ke that one or two innocent men will be
saved, and I think it is better that we should
allow an innoeent man to eseape even if one
or two guilty ones are suceesstul on appeal.
If desired, the board chosen can be the same
board of experts which is appointed under
the Commonwealth Act or a special board
can he appointed here. Such a board would
be a super commissioner. I see no harm in
it at all. Lt would be an exeellent thing to
have in the Act. It would assist faxpayers,
and also avoid a considerable amount of
friction that exists among taxpayers,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: TUnder the
amendment the board would have a right to
disagree with the discretion exercised by the
Commissioner of Taxation.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Has not the Common-
wealth Board that right?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes, and s¢
has the board in Vietoria, but our position
is different. The Commonwealth Board is
kept fairly busy. The members of the board
receive a salary of £1,500 and have a secre-
tary, and they visit Western Australia once
a year. Possibly an opportunity to present
appeals would occur only on that one ocea-
sion.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That would be often
enough,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Inordinate
delays would oceur. If we have confidence
in the Commissioner te the extent of repos-
ing in him the responsibility of making de-
cisions on all the faets, many of which could
not be made available to the board, we
should be satisfied with the clause. There has
been no demand in this State for such a
board. 1If the Commonwealth Board were
used, the State would probably have to pay
for the serviee rendered.

Hon. G. W, Miles: I should think the
Commissioner would weleome such a board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He might
not have any strong objection to it, but why
place a hoard over the Commissioner to
whom we have entrusted these responsibili-
ties? The powers proposed to be given to
the board are extensive, and the board would
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have no responsibility to the State Govern-
ment for decisions that might have a far-
reaching effect,

Hon. G. W_ Miles: But would do justice
to the taxpayer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not neces-
sarily. Suppose a large company appealed
against the deeision of the Commissioner that
a gertain rate of tax should be paid.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Comissioner could
Justify it to the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The board
would hear the appeal, but the facts and
figures presented would be incomplete as
compared with the information available to
the Commissioner, Such information could
not be made available te the board.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Tt could be put up to
the board.

The CHTIEF SECRETARY: The infor-
mation on whieh the Commissioner works
is confidential. Would it not be possible for
one company thus to obtain information re-
garding competitors in business?

Hon. G. W. Miles: How does the Com-
monwealth Board deal with thatt

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : The Federal Board
visits the State periodically to deal with
Federal land tax appeals, and surely such
a board will be capable of dealing with in-
come tax appeals. I do not think those visits
cost the Siate anything, although the deci-
sions are binding on the State and on loeal
anthorities. T was snecessful in an appeal
and received refunds from the TFederal,
State, and road board authorities.

Hon. G. Fraser: No wonder you want a
board.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1t is only consis-
tent to have & hoard to deal with income tax
disputes,

Hon. H. SEDDON: Mr. Parker effec-
tively showed the need for an appeal from
the decision of the Commissioner. The
board would exercise all the funetions and
powers of the Commissioner and therefore
would have whatever information was avail-
able to the Commissioner. As the Common-
wealth and Vietorian Governments bhave
adopted the principle, we would be wise to
follow the example,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the tollowing result:—

Ayes .. .
Noes .. ..
Majority for

| wjob
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AvEs.
Hon. E. H. Angelo Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, L. B, Bolton Hoo. H, 8. W. Parker
Hon. L. Cralg Hou. 1. V. Piesse
Hono. V, .H.smarsler Hon, H., Seddon
Hon. J. J, Holmes Hon. C. H, Wittenoom
Hon. J. M. Macfarlans Hou. H. Tuckey
Hup, W. J. Mann t (Teller.)
Noks.
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon. E, H, Gray
Hon, J. M. Drew Hop., W. H. Kltson
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, G. B, Wood
{Teller.}
Palg.
AVL, I No.
Hon, G. W. Milcs Hon, T. Moore

Amendment thus passed.
The CHAIRMAN: Subelauge 3 will be

consequentially amended by substituting
“Board"” tar the word *Court” in lines 4
and 5.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 168--Objections:

The CHIEEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That after the word ‘fAct’’ in ling 2, the

following be inserted:—‘‘or with any assess-
ment or amended assessment under the previ-
ous Aects which may he made after the com-
mencement of this Aet,*’
This clanse provides the method of objecting
to assessments, ete. At present the depart-
ment experienees a lot of trouble in connse-
tion with appeals against the assessment of
dividend duties under the Dividend Duties
Act, 1902, and its amendments. In order
to proteet his rights, the taxpayer has to
lodge an appeal within a certain number of
days after the assessment is issned. That is
a costly process. Once an appeal is lodged,
costs are ineurred and have to be paid. Tt
is supeested that the provisions of this legis-
lation mighf be extended to appeals under
the Dividend Duties Act. To do that it is
neeessary to pass this amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.
Postponed Clause 169—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 170—Appeals:

The CHAIRMAX: This clause will be
consequentially amended to provide for the
inclusion of a board of review,

Clause, as consequentially amended, put
and passed.

Postponed Clanse 171—Power of court on
hearing of appeal:

The CHAIRMAXN: This clanse also re-
quires to be consequentially amended.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: It is a recog-
nised principle that fruitless appeals will
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not be taken because of the risk of costs
being awarded against the appellant. 1f a
taxpayer thinks he will be mulet in costs,
he is not likely to lodge an appeal.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The object
is to get away as far as possible from the
question of costs.

Clanse, as comsequemtially amended, put
and passed.

Postponed Clause 172, as consequentially
amended, put and passed.

Postponed Clauses 173 and 174—agrecd
to.

Postponed Clause 214—Apgents and trus-
tees:

Hon. H. SEDDON: T move an amend-
ment—

That the follewing proviso be added:—Pro-
vided that nothing in this provision shall apply
to moneys whieh have been distributed from an
estate by a trustee prior to the passing of this
Act.

The idea is to provide that where moneys
were distributed under last year's legisla-
tion there ean be no possibility of the trus-
tee being held responsible when this legis-
lation comes into operation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Sueh a pro-
vis0 is unnecessary seeing thaf paragraph
(¢) covers the whole situation.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Then I will not press
the amcendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Postponed Clanse put and passed.
Postponed Clause 215—agreed to.

New clause: -
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move—

That a mew clause, to stand as Clauge 77,
be added, as follows:—

Ezpenditure incurred in conneection with

primary production.

Espenditure incurved in the year of income
by a taxpaver engaged in primary production
on any land sitnate in Western Australia in
relation to—

(a) the eradication or cxtermination of ani-

mal or vegetable pests from the said
Jand ;

(b) the destruction or removal of timber,
serub, or undergrowth indigemoua to
and on the said land;

{c) the destruction of weed or plant growth
detrimental to the said land;

(d) the preparztion of the land for apgrieml-
ture, horticulture, or vitieulture;

{e) the ploughing and grassing of the said
land for grazing purposes; and

(f) the draining of swamp or low-lying
land, where such draining improves
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the value of the land when used for
primary produetion
ghall be an altowable dednection.
It may be said that the Commissioner
already allows these deduetions, but I fail
to see why they cannot be embodicd in this
new legislation. All these things have io
do with the production of income. In this
respect New South Wales and Queensland,
in addition to the Commonwealth, have, to
a large extent, provided for these deductions
in their respective Acts, and it is merely rea-
sonable that we should make similar provi-
sion in ours,
Hon, L. Craig: But they are legitimate
deductions now.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: They are already
allowed by the Commissioner at his disere-
tion. Why should we not include them in
the Bill?

Hon. L. Craig: Clearing timber represents
eapital expenditure,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is so, but that
merely serves to increase income, which will
he taxed in due eourse.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I dealt with
this point fairly fully when replying to the
second reading debate. Anything that is
not capital expenditure but improves the
value of the property is allowable at present.
If the amendment be agreed to, we may find
that deductions were being made for capital
expenditure that had very definitely in-
creased the value of the property. That is
against all principles of taxation, and for
that reason I cannot accept the amendment.
Some of the matters referred to are allow-
able, but where the expenditure is purely
capital, and has effected material improve-
ments, surely deduetions eannot be expected !

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER : I think Clause
52 gives the farmer the benefit of all that
is required. There is a danger in specify-
ing certain headings for deduetions because,
if that were done, deductions might not be
allowed for anything else. I oppose the
new claunse.

New clause put and negatived.

First and Second Schedules—agreed to.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I wish to
recommit the Bill so as to amend Clause 1.

The CHAIRMAN: The Standing Orders
will not allow of the recommittal of a Bill at
the report stage after it has been amended.
T will endeavour to get over the difficulty by
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asking the Committee if the Minister has
leave to amend Clause 1,

Leave te amend Clanse 1 agreed to.

Clause 1—Short Title:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in line 2, after ¢¢1937,”! the following
worda be added:—‘and phall eome into oper-
ation on a day to be fixed by proclamation.?’
The object is to fix a definite day as from
whigh the amended Act will become opera-
tive.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

the clause,

House adjowrned at 9.38 p.m.

Legislative EHssembly,
Thursday, 25th November, 1937,

Fage

Question; Railways, sheep trucks .. . 2072

Bills : Water Boards Act Amendment., 1n. . 2072
Timber 1 ¥ g Act Amendment

31, 2072

Hire Purchase Agreement.s Act Amendment 3B 2072

Constitution Actds Amendment, recom. ... 2078

Terminal Grnin Elevators, Message . 2078

Electricity, Message, £073
Financial Emergency Tax Assessment Acf.Amend

ment, Councll’a nmendmenta 2077

Loan Estimates, 1837.-38 . 20717

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, SHEEP
TRUCKS.

Hon, . 1> FERGUSOXN asked the Min-
ister for Railways: What were the nombers
of sheep trucks belonging to the Railway
Department on the following dates:—30th
June, 1933: 30th June, 1934; 30th June,
1935: 30th June, 19:36, and 30th June, 1937%

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 30th June, 1933 (equivalent of
4-wheel trucks) 466, 30th June, 1934, 505;
30th June, 1935, 505; 30th June, 1936, 511
30th June, 1937, 516.

BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Works,
und read a first tume.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Timber Industry Regulation Aect
Amendment.

2, Hire Purchase Agreements Act Amend-
ment,

Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.
Recommittal.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [4.35]: I
move—

That the Biill be recommitted for the pur-
pose of further cousidering Clauses 2, 3, and
4, and the Preamble,

The eclassic speech of the member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) seems to have
thrown the House into a state of disorder
last night, with the result that this Bill was
misunderstood. Other adverse features were
the lateness of the hour and the faect that
some hon, members had not had an oppor-
tunity of applying themselves to the measure.

Question put and passed.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; Mr, Hughes in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Definitions:

The PREMIER: I move—

That progress e reported, and leave asked
to sit again,

Motion put, and a (ivision taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. .2
Noes .. - .. 19

Majority for ..
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